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Session 10, Chapter 9 – Catechism References 

 
1502 The man of the Old Testament lives his sickness in the presence of God. It is 
before God that he laments his illness, and it is of God, Master of life and death, that he 
implores healing. Illness becomes a way to conversion; God's forgiveness initiates the 
healing. It is the experience of Israel that illness is mysteriously linked to sin and evil, 
and that faithfulness to God according to his law restores life: "For I am the Lord, your 
 
1513 The Apostolic Constitution Sacram unctionem infirmorum, following upon the 
Second Vatican Council, established that henceforth, in the Roman Rite, the following 
be observed:  
 

The sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is given to those who are seriously ill by 
anointing them on the forehead and hands with duly blessed oil - pressed from 
olives or from other plants - saying, only once: "Through this holy anointing may 
the Lord in his love and mercy help you with the grace of the Holy Spirit.  May the 
Lord who frees you from sin save you and raise you up."  

 
2003 Grace is first and foremost the gift of the Spirit who justifies and sanctifies us. But 
grace also includes the gifts that the Spirit grants us to associate us with his work, to 
enable us to collaborate in the salvation of others and in the growth of the Body of 
Christ, the Church. There are sacramental graces, gifts proper to the different 
sacraments. There are furthermore special graces, also called charisms after the Greek 
term used by St. Paul and meaning "favor," "gratuitous gift," "benefit." Whatever their 
character - sometimes it is extraordinary, such as the gift of miracles or of tongues - 
charisms are oriented toward sanctifying grace and are intended for the common good 
of the Church. They are at the service of charity which builds up the Church. 


